RESOLUTION

IUE/ /2009, of April 28, which approves the rules and opens the call for applications for the award of the Autonomous Government of Catalonia-Fulbright (BFUL) postdoctoral grants for 2009.

Considering the provisions of Chapter 9 of Spanish Legislative Decree 3/2002 of December 24, which approves the rewritten text of the Law of Public Finances of Catalonia, on the legal system of subsidies and transfers of the Autonomous Government of Catalonia; Law 38/2003, of November 17, General for subsidies, and Spanish Royal Decree 887/2006, of July 21, approving the general rules of Law 38/2003, of November 17;

Considering the collaboration agreement of February 17, 2009, between the Commission for Cultural, Educational and Scientific Exchange between Spain and the United States of America (Fulbright Commission) and the Ministry of Innovation, Universities and Enterprise (DIUE), for the BFUL programme;

Considering the management commission of the General Board of Research (DGR) of the DIUE to the Agency for Administration of University and Research Grants (AGAUR) for the management of the call for applications of the Autonomous Government of Catalonia-Fulbright postdoctoral grants;

Considering Resolution UNI/962/2005, of February 1, which approves the general rules governing the award of scholarships and grants organised by the AGAUR;

Considering that article 11 of Spanish Decree 168/2001, of June 11, approving the Statutes of AGAUR, establishes that the Board of Management is responsible for approving the official announcements of grants and subsidies, as well as for awarding them, and that these faculties were delegated to the president of the Executive Commission of Research Grants (CEAR) on December 5, 2002,
I hereby resolve:

Article 1

To approve the rules and open the public announcement for the Autonomous Government of Catalonia-Fulbright (BFUL) postdoctoral grants which appear in the appendix to this Resolution.

Article 2

The maximum overall amount of this announcement is the equivalent in Euros of 267,456 American dollars, charged to budget item IU421/D/403000100/5710 of the DIUE budget for 2009.

Final disposition

This Resolution exhausts the administrative procedure. The appeals that may be lodged are indicated below: request for review with the president of the CEAR by delegation of the Board of Management of the AGAUR within the term of one month as of the day after the publication of the Resolution in the Official Gazette of the Autonomous Government of Catalonia (DOGC); or else directly a contentious-administrative appeal directly before the Contentious-Administrative Court of Barcelona, within the term of two months as of the day following publication in the DOGC, pursuant to the provisions set forth in articles 116 and 117 of Law 30/1992 of November 26, on the legal system of the public administrations and common administrative procedure, amended by Law 4/1999, of January 13, and articles 8, 14 and 46 of Law 29/1998 of July 13, governing contentious-administrative jurisdiction.

Barcelona, April 28, 2009

Joan Roca Acín

President of the Executive Commission of Research Grants

Annex

—1 Object

To award postdoctoral grants for research stays universities or specialised research centres in the United States of America. These grants are framed within the collaboration agreement signed between the DIUE and the Fulbright Commission, which establishes the BFUL programme.

—2 Beneficiaries

2.1. Researchers who meet the following requirements at the time of acceptance may apply for the grants of this call:

a) Hold the qualification of doctor, obtained after January 1, 2001 (the date the PhD was obtained is understood to be that on which the thesis was defended and approved), or else after January 1, 1999, if the applicants can justify, during this period, maternal leave, that they have had minors of less than six years old under their care, as well as people with physical, psychic or sensorial disability, or people aged above sixty-five that depend on the beneficiary and require special dedication.
b) Have Spanish nationality, as provided for by the agreement of October 27, 1994, signed between the Kingdom of Spain and the United States of America in matters of educational, cultural and scientific cooperation.

c) Hold the qualification of doctor from a Catalan university.

d) Be a resident in Catalonia on submitting the application.

e) Be fluent in English.

2.2 People with permanent residence in the United States or with double nationality with this country are not eligible for these grants.

Neither are research personnel who before the beginning of the grant have a J-1 visa for more than six months eligible.

—3 Duration and period

The grants have a minimum duration of six months and maximum of twelve months and cannot be renewed. The stays must begin before September 1 and December 31, 2009.

—4 Amount

The gross monthly amount will be 2,950 American dollars plus a single complementary amount of aid of 4,400 American dolars for installation, travel and research expenses. The grant also includes health and accident insurance with a maximum coverage of 100,000 American dollars.

Moreover, the grant holders will have access to the support and guidance services of the Fulbright Commission and during their stay in the United States may participate in the activities organised by the BFUL programme.

—5 Obligations of the beneficiaries

The beneficiaries of the grants must fulfil the following obligations:

a) Take up their position in the organisation in the period scheduled in the rules of this announcement and carry out the activities described in their plans of work.

b) Observe the internal regulations of the organisation where their activities are carried out.

c) State, in any advertising referring to the subsidised activity, the support of the Commission for Universities and Research (CUR), of the DIUE of the Autonomous Government of Catalonia and the BFUL programme.

d) Facilitate all the information requested of them and submit to any actions involving inspection, verification and control required by the Fulbright Commission, AGAUR or other competent organs, in accordance with the regulations in force.

e) Observe the basic ethical principles established in the 7th Framework Programme of the European Commission.

f) During the stay, maintain confidentiality on the activity performed, whenever the host organisation so requests.
g) Take out a complementary insurance disease and accident policy, with a maximum coverage of 100,000 American dollars for any accompanying relatives.

h) Return to the country of origin once the stay in the United States is over and undertake not to set up residence in that country for the following two years, in accordance with the conditions established by the J-1 visa. Any exemption from this regulation must be authorised by the respective governments.

—6 Applications and documentation

6.1 The application, on the standard form, must be completed by the candidate and may not exceed the number of sheets established.

6.2 The applications will be formalised on paper and electronically to the AGAUR registry, or as provided for by article 38.4 of Law 30/1992, of November 26, on the legal system of the public administrations and common administrative procedure.

The standard application form and the rules may be obtained from the offices of the AGAUR (Via Laietana, 28, 2a planta, 08003 Barcelona) and through its website (http://www.gencat.cat/agaur) and through that of the CUR (http://www.gencat.cat/diue/ambits/ur) and of the Fulbright Commission or its website (http://www.fulbright.es).

In the event of any discrepancy or difference between the forms sent by e-mail and paper, the paper version submitted to the AGAUR registry will always prevail. The forms must be submitted on paper within the deadline established to be eligible for the call for applications.

6.3 The candidates can only submit one application to this announcement.

6.4 Only applications submitted according to the standard model provided for in the announcement and following the instructions detailed therein will be entertained.

6.5 As applicable, any modification required to the application must be notified to the interested party via the publication on the AGAUR notice board of a notification by the executive director with the list of the basic and non-basic documentation that has to be modified. The notification must indicate the reasons, and it must state that failure to modify the basic documentation within a period of ten days as of the publication of the notification on the AGAUR notice board will be taken as a withdrawal of the application by the applicants, as provided for article 71 of Law 30/1992, of November 26, on the legal system of the public administrations and the common administrative procedure. To enhance dissemination, and for the purpose of information, the contents of the proceedings may be consulted on the AGAUR website.

6.6 Two confidential reference reports, in a closed and signed envelope, must be submitted on the standard form that comes with the application, duly completed. These reports must be in English.

—7 Term for submittal of applications

The term for the submittal of applications is thirty calendar as of the day after the publication of this announcement in the DOGC.

—8 Assessment and selection

8.1 The applications will be assessed by external and expert organs of the scientific community, in accordance with the mechanisms established in the framework of the current Research and Innovation Plan of Catalonia, with the following criteria and scoring taken into account (score out of 100 points):

a) Type of research to be carried out, interest of the research and possible repercussions of the results expected (40/100).

b) Curriculum vitae of the candidate (scientific merits, capacity and the knowledge to develop the project) (35/100).

c) Host organisation (scientific background of the researcher, host group or department and suitability of this organisation for the plan of work and curriculum vitae of the candidate) (15/100).

d) References (10/100).

8.2 This evaluation will result in a final scientific and technical value, expressed on a scale of 1 to 7.

The Selection Committee will call the applicants with the highest score to do the following tests:

a) Oral examination of proficiency in English (knock-out test).

b) Personal interview with the Selection Committee.

The Selection Committee will prioritise candidates depending on the interview and will send its proposals of successful candidates and the stand-by list, as applicable, to the president of the CEAR.

Preference will be given to candidates who have not done postgraduate studies or postdoctoral stays in the United States.

The process of selection will take into account the current general rules of the AGAUR, the AGAUR evaluation regulations, the prioritisation of the Selection Committee, budget availability and balanced distribution by areas.

The Selection Committee will be appointed by the president of the CEAR. It will be comprised of three representatives of the Autonomous Government of Catalonia, appointed by the president of the CEAR, and three representatives of the Fulbright Commission, appointed by the co-presidents or the people delegated by them. The secretary, with the right to be heard but not to vote, will be the executive director of the AGAUR or the delegated person.

The Selection Committee may propose a duly prioritised stand-by list comprising unsuccessful applications.

—9 Unit with competence for management

The Fulbright Commission and the Agency for Administration of University and Research Grants (AGAUR).

—10 Organ with power of decision

The Board of Management of the AGAUR and, by delegation, the CEAR and/or its president according to the agreement of the Board of Management dated December 5, 2002.
—11 Grant award procedure

The grants will be awarded on a competitive basis, in accordance with the assessment criteria established by this announcement. The evaluation will take into account only the documentation submitted with the application and therefore the hearing formality in accordance with article 24.4 of Law 38/2003, the general subsidies law of November 17, will be waived.
—12 Term of resolution

The maximum legal term for resolution is six months as of the day following the date for submittal of applications. Once this term has elapsed without an express resolution, the application will be deemed to have been rejected through administrative silence.

—13 Notification of the decision

Publication on the notice board of the AGAUR. To ensure greater dissemination, and for the purpose of information, the decision may be consulted on the respective AGAUR and CUR websites.

The express resolution of the award or the rejection of the grants exhausts the administrative procedure. The interested parties may lodge, within the term of one month as of the day following the publication on the AGAUR notice board, a request for review with the president of the CEAR, pursuant to the provisions of articles 116 and 117 of Law 30/1992, of November 26, on the legal system of the public administrations and the common administrative procedure, or directly a contentious-administrative appeal before the Contentious-Administrative Court of Barcelona within the term of two months as of the day following publication, pursuant to the provisions set forth in articles 8, 14 and 46 of Law 29/1998 of July 13, governing contentious-administrative jurisdiction.

—14 Acceptance of the grant

14.1 Acceptance of the grant must be formally acknowledged by means of a standard document signed by the applicant, in which they undertake to observe all the conditions established in the rules governing this announcement and in accordance with the AGAUR’s current general rules.

The standard document of acceptance of the grant may be obtained from the offices of the AGAUR (Via Laietana, 28, 2a planta, 08003 Barcelona) and from its website (http://www.gencat.cat/agaur) and must be submitted to the AGAUR registry or, as provided for in article 38.4 of Law 30/1992, of November 26, within a term of 45 calendar days as of the day after the publication of the award decision on the AGAUR notice board.

14.2 The following documentation should also be submitted with the document of acceptance:

a) Copy of the ID card, VAT card or passport of the applicant.

b) Certificate that the applicant is registered on the census in a municipality in Catalonia, stating that the applicant is on the census in Catalonia at least at the time of submittal of the application.

c) Copy of the qualification of doctor or the receipt of the application for the issue of the qualification.

d) Signed letter of acceptance of the host centre specifying the duration of the stay, the plan of work and the person in charge of monitoring the grant holders' research work.

e) Notification of other grants or scholarships applied for or awarded for the same purpose, as well as any administrative contracts, contracts of employment or other forms of public or private funding for the same activity that is the object of the grant applied for.

f) If necessary, sworn declaration of maternal leave or dedication to children under 6 years of age, people with physical, psychic or sensorial disability, or people over 65 years of age who depend on the beneficiary and require special dedication.
g) Statement of other income envisaged during the period of grant tenure, indicating the net monthly amount in euros and the source of the income. If there is no income, a statement that no other income is received.

h) If hired by a university or a research centre, a certificate issued by the head of personnel of the university or research centre of Catalonia that accredits the category, contractual relationship and the status of paid or unpaid leave that would correspond to the beneficiary.

i) As provided for by article 24 of Law 5/2007, of July 4, on tax and financial measures, at the time of acceptance and to make payment of the grant, the AGAUR will check ex officio whether the beneficiaries are up to date in payment of tax obligations. If this verification were not possible, AGAUR shall require the beneficiaries to provide positive certificates substantiating they are up to date.

14.3 Applicants that fail to submit the document of acceptance, as well as the other documentation, within the deadline and under the conditions established in the preceding sections, will be understood to have tacitly foregone the grant.

14.4 Similarly, applicants that fail to report to the host centre in the United States within the deadline provided for by this announcement will be understood to have tacitly foregone the grant.
—15 Waiver and substitutions

15.1 The waiver must be reported by the beneficiary of the grant by means of a letter with justification, addressed to the executive director of the AGAUR, within a maximum term of 15 calendar days as of the day on which it takes place.

15.2 In the event of total or partial waiver, or if the document of acceptance and the rest of documentation is not submitted according to the conditions and within the deadline provided for in the call for applications, the organ in charge of deciding the award or the executive director of the AGAUR may award the grant to candidates on the stand-by list. Waivers and substitutions must be notified individually to the interested party, as provided for in articles 58 and 59 of Law 30/1992, of November 26, on the legal system of the public administrations and common administrative procedure.

—16 Changes and incidents

Should the circumstances of the case render it advisable, and with due justification, the executive director of the AGAUR may authorise, at the request of the beneficiary, variations in the plan of work and/or in the project proposed, and likewise resolve any incidents that do not entail a major change in the terms of the call for applications.

—17 Payment

17.1 The DIUE, to fund the grants, will transfer the amount established to the Fulbright Commission, which will act as a collaborating organisation, as provided for by articles 91.c), 96 and the concordant articles of the Legislative Decree 3/2002, of December 24, which approves the rewritten text of the Law of Public Finances of Catalonia and articles 12, 15 and the concordant articles of Law 38/2003, the general subsidies law.

17.2 The Commission will pay the amounts of the grants by means of advance quarterly payments. The aid for installation, travelling and research expenses will be paid with the first instalment.

17.3 If the amount transferred by the DIUE cannot be used in its totality due to the waivers that take place, the Commission must return the remainder to the DIUE within a term of three months after the end of the last one of the stays awarded in this announcement.

—18 Incompatibilities

18.1 People involved in the management of the BFUL programme or who have first-degree kinship with the former are not eligible for this announcement.

18.2 The beneficiaries may not hold any other type of scholarship or grant awarded for the same or a similar purpose without the prior authorisation of the Fulbright Commission and the AGAUR. If the complementary aid amounted to more than 50% of the total amount of the grants, the executive director of the AGAUR may reduce the grant awarded. Under no circumstances will an award be made to a candidate who also has funding from the Autonomous Government of Catalonia in another grant programme.

18.3 People who have already received a grant from a BFUL programme in the last three years are not eligible for aid.

—19 Deadline and form of justification of the grant
19.1 The beneficiaries must justify the grant within the term of two months as of the end of the period of tenure of the grant using the standard models.

The justification documentation must be submitted to the Fulbright Commission.

19.2 The following documentation must be attached:

a) Detailed report of the work (maximum ten sheets) specifying accomplishment of the objectives proposed in the application (on paper and electronic format).

b) Confidential report by the research supervisor.

c) Updated curriculum vitae of the grant holder's.

19.3 The Fulbright Commission must justify to the AGAUR that the subsidy was put to the purpose for which it was granted within the term of three months after the completion of the last stay of the grant holders and at the latest before March 31, 2011. Justification will be made by means of the submittal of the following documentation:

a) Global programme report detailing management and each one of the grants awarded.

b) Certification issued by the head accountant stating that the subsidy has been posted in the accounts of the Commission, that the funds received were put to the activity for which they were awarded and that the original documentation accrediting this expenditure is available to the control organs of the Autonomous Government of Catalonia.

c) Detailed list of the expenses incurred including the name of the beneficiaries, the period of tenure allocated and the amount and the date of each one of the quarterly payments made to the grant holders (distinguishing the actual grant and the installation aid).

d) Delivery of the justification submitted by the beneficiaries to the awarding organ in accordance with rule 19.2 of this call for applications.

At any time, the DIUE or the AGAUR may have the Commission provide the justification made by the beneficiaries with regard to these concluded grants for which a term of three months has elapsed from the end of the term to carry out the activity subsidised.

—20 Interruptions

20.1 During the tenure period, only interruptions caused by force majeure, duly justified, may be recovered. This recuperation shall take place for the same period of time for which the interruption was granted and total reception of the grant will be maintained.

20.2 During the grant, interruptions for maternity, adoption or fostering, preadoptive or permanent, of children under the age of six will be for the same period as those legally provided for in these cases. The totality of the amount payable by virtue of the grant will be maintained in the interruption and in the recovery period.

—21 Follow-up and dissemination

21.1 By participating in this announcement, the beneficiaries of the aid tacitly agree to the project justification report submitted being added to the RECERCAT digital repository of the Consortium of Academic Libraries of Catalonia (CBUC), as specifically provided for in the Non-commercial-Non-derivative Creative Commons Licence.

This licence establishes that the work may be copied, distributed and publicly communicated, provided that the original authors and supporting institution are cited, that it will not be used for commercial purposes, and that no derivative work will be generated. Derivative work means any document that has been edited, translated, combined with third-party material or had its format changed or modified in any other way.

21.2 Upon request by the beneficiary of the grant, AGAUR may delay the publication of the scientific report for up to two years as of the date scheduled in the announcement for the justification of the grant.
—22 Revocation

22.1 Any modification of the initial conditions for awarding the aid must be previously approved by the executive director of the AGAUR.

22.2 Total or partial non-compliance with the requisites and obligations established in this call for applications and all other applicable regulations shall give rise to proceedings for non-compliance, the resolution of which may result in total or partial revocation of the grant and the obligation to return the corresponding amount.
—23 Applicable regulations

Any eventualities not provided for in this official announcement are governed by the general rules of the AGAUR currently in force and by any other applicable regulations.
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