
Implant Centers

Monographic banks (9):

•6 Muscle Skeletal Tissue.

•1 ocular tissue.

•1 pancreatic tissue.

•1 cord blood bank.

Multitissue banks (3). 
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Mean Donation Rate (2002-2006) 35.44 p.m.p.

Population (2006):7.134,697

Tissue Obtaining centers
Tissue Banks

Starting Bio- Vigilance in Catalonia
Authors: Barrio R, Felix MJ, Deulofeu R.

Introduction

159 centers and teams with
activities related to tissues

and cells

Institutional support to organize the network

•Elaboration of  a Notification Guide.

•Appointment of heads of different levels.

•Organization an OCATT Bio-Vigilance Work-Shop.

•Organization of the OCATT Bio-Vigilance Register.

•Design of notification network.
•Arrange with transplant centers the incorporation or cessation
of activities.
•Drawing up and updating of the authorized Centers Register.
•Inclusion in the National Register.
•Criteria dissemination to centers and activities.

Catalonian hospitals
Hospitals of other Autonomous 

Regions
European Hospitals

Notification circuit of alert system alerts

Bio-Vigilance Work Group

•Transplant coordinators.

•Tissue bank professionals.

•Tissue retrieval professionals.

•Tissue implant professionals.

•OCATT members.

Duties:

•Autonomous and National Consensus about serious 
adverse reactions criteria.

•Criteria establishment to apply appropriate 
measures.

•Monitoring and evaluation of the applied measures.

•Diffusion of applied measures to professionals and 
managers if needed.

Composition

Incident/ adverse effect
Serious adverse reaction

Detection:
Responsible for activity

Bio-Vigilance’s file.
Fax.
IT application

Bio-Vigilance 
Register 

OCATT (*)

Intervention:
•Investigation of the case.
•Risk calculus.
•Correcting actions.
•Autonomous Alert.

Three types of alert have been identified:
•Urgent cases : when there is risk and more than one recipient may be affected or 
when the whole process could be affected. And also when it is described as a 
Public Health Risk. These cases should be notified by phone within 24 hours .

•Non urgent cases : notify the Bio-Vigilance Register, within 36 hours .

•In case of doubt: act as in urgent cases.

•Analysis of the notified data and preparation of an annual Bio-
Vigilance Report.

•Description of the applied measures and application of corrections 
and controls to improve the system.

•Information to all groups and professionals involved in donation, 
establishment and implant of tissues and cells.

•Institutional management.

External organization:Internal organization:

Dissemination Conclusions
Our experience is that although there are 
159 centers involved in tissue and cell 
procedures in Catalonia, it is easier to 
organize the BV systems than in larger 
regions or countries. This is because 
professionals in Tissue Commissions and 
other working groups are involved in all 
steps of the process. 

www.ocatt.net
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Ocular teixit
Muscle Skeletal Tissue

Skin
Vascular teixit

Hematopoietic Progenitors
Other tissues

Authorized
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